
mini guide
HOW TO USE ACHIEVEMENTS OF  
PROJECTS AND TO IDENTIFY  
TRANSNATIONAL NEEDS

This mini guide provides information on two 
main questions the WIKIAlps project has been 
dealing with: 

• What are the relevant challenges and 
needs for a sustainable spatial develop-
ment in the Alps and how have they been 
compiled?

• What are achievements of projects in the 
Alpine Space and how can you find these 
achievements?

In the Alpine Space, there is a large amount of 
planning documents and strategies from the 
national up to the transnational level that ad-
dress transnational needs of sustainable spa-
tial development in the Alps. And there is also 
a large amount of Alpine Space projects that 
produced a plenty of interesting outputs. But 
both types of information are published on a 
variety of different websites throughout the 
Alpine Space and beyond. The WIKIAlps idea is 
to collect this information, analyse it and make 
it readily accessible through www.wikialps.eu, 
the project’s wiki. Therefore, WIKIAlps 

1. identified transnational issues and needs in 
spatial development on the basis of strat-
egy and spatial planning documents from 
the regional up to the transnational level 
and

2. described and analysed selected Alpine 
Space projects and their outputs 

Both WIKIAlps results can be accessed via the 
wiki database or the wiki itself.

QUICK ACCESS INFORMATION IN 
THE WIKI DATABASE

The direct way to find project outputs and 
transnational needs in the wiki is to visit the 
wiki database and search for the information 
of interest by applying various filter functions. 
The database offers a good overview in terms 
of projects, stakeholders, outputs and transna-
tional needs.

HOW TO SEARCH FOR TRANSNATIONAL 
NEEDS:

The transnational needs section in the data-
base offers information about different groups 
of transnational needs, structured by key-
words. You can group the transnational needs 
by country, by type of planning document, 
and various indexes regarding the dimension, 
added value and obstacles addressed in the 
document.



HOW TO SEARCH FOR PROJECT OUTPUTS:

You can filter the outputs by project name(s), 
priority area(s), thematic field(s), keyword(s), 
output type(s), output target(s) and lan-
guage(s). By clicking on the results, you can 
directly access the document of interest. 
Options how to access stakeholder information 
via the database are explained in the mini guide 
on the matrix of competences.

INFORMATION ABOUT PROJECTS  
IN THE WIKI

If you are interested in more background in-
formation, you can have a deeper look at the 
projects. Each project is displayed in the wiki on 
a separate page containing standardised basic 
information comparable to the Alpine Space 
projects’ webpages. In addition to this general 
information on project partners, project sum-
mary, keywords and outputs, the WIKIAlps 
project team developed hypotheses and topics 
relevant for a sustainable spatial development 
that were assigned to each project. By outlin-
ing cause-effect-relationships in regard to spa-
tial development processes, the hypotheses 
are supposed to give further indication on the 
driving forces and interdependencies of spatial 
development processes. The topics of transna-
tional spatial development allow to give some 
orientation which relevant topic fields are ad-
dressed in the project. 

SELECTING PROJECTS BY HYPOTHESES

What makes project outputs relevant for 
sustainable spatial development? In order to 
identify potential contributions to a sustainable 
spatial development, so-called “hypotheses” 
have been synthesized on the basis of the 
following strategic documents for the Alpine 
Space:

1. Joint Technical Secretariat of the Alpine 
Space Programme (Ed.): Strategy Devel-
opment for the Alpine Space

2. Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Con-
vention (Ed.): Report on the State of the 
Alps “Sustainable Rural Development and 
Innovation” (Summary)

3. Alpine Convention Protocol on Spatial 
Planning and Sustainable Development

4. A resource-efficient Europe – Flagship 
initiative under the Europe 2020 strategy 
(COM (2011) 21)

5. Our life insurance, our natural capital: an 
EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 (COM 
(2011) 244 final)

6. Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe. 
COM(2011) 571 final.

During the project analysis every project has 
been assigned to at least one hypothesis (out of 
19, which are listed in the wiki). Following these 
hypotheses, e.g. “Rural-urban partnership re-
quires vital networks and processes”, takes you 
to a further explanation and to a list of projects 
tackling the respective hypothesis.  

SELECTING PROJECTS BY TOPICS

All projects in the wiki are assigned to one or 
more topics of sustainable spatial develop-
ment. These topics can be used as a filter to 
select all projects related to one of the topics. 
For example clicking on the topic “Territorial 
cohesion through balanced social and economic 
development” provides users with a further ex-
planation as well as lists other projects which 
were related to this topic by the WIKIAlps pro-
ject team. It offers a second approach on how 
to identify relations and potential synergies 
across different projects.

In the chapter on transnational needs below we 
describe how these topics have been derived 
from different source documents.

SELECTING PROJECTS BY KEYWORDS

Each project is indexed through keywords. 
These keywords refer to those used by the 
Alpine Space programme. In order to ensure a 
common understanding of each keyword, how-
ever, the WIKIAlps project additionally provides 
definitions of these keyword terms from offi-
cial sources (example see figure 1).

These definitions are available from the key-
word list. Each keyword contains a list of pro-
jects to which the keyword has been assigned 
to. Two matrixes offer an overview of the pro-
jects in the two thematic fields and the related 
keywords (cf figure 2).
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Furthermore for the outputs of the projects 
other keywords have been applied by WIKIAlps, 
starting from the project keywords. The output 
keywords allow a finer distinction.

INFORMATION ABOUT PROJECT OUTPUTS

What are important outputs of the project? 
The last part of each project’s page in the wiki 
lists the outputs in a table format. Here you can 
find the identical information as in the database:  
(cf. figure 3 below): 

• The outputs are listed and links are provided 
where you can access the output directly.

• The category, the language and the target 
group of the output are listed.

• Additionally, there is a remark by the author 
of the wiki page offering a short description 
of the output’s content.

• For selected projects further details of the 
outputs are presented as links in the remark 
column. Here you may switch to a more de-
tailed presentation of project outputs. 

Outputs of projects may also be accessed by 
searching for a specific type of output such as 
policy recommendations, tools or indicators in 
the related output section; in this case the wiki 
will offer you links to all projects that have pro-
duced this kind of output.

Finally the wiki offers the option to export each 
project’s information in the form of a project 
factsheet in pdf-format when clicking on the 
pdf-button in the right hand bar.

INFORMATION ABOUT TRANSNA-
TIONAL NEEDS IN THE WIKI 

The transnational needs and challenges are 
also presented in the wiki1. The wiki explains the 
approach of analysing sustainable spatial devel-
opment under a transnational perspective and 
provides a definition for these two key terms.

DIRECTLY ACCESSIBLE DOCUMENTS 
ABOUT SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT

The wiki offers you a unique compilation of doc-
uments from the Alpine Space and its bordering 
countries, which contain relevant information 
about spatial development at transnational, 
national and regional level. The documents are 
categorised in transnational policy documents 
and strategies as well as national and regional 
spatial development documents. These docu-
ments as well as relevant thematic glossaries 
and thesauri can be easily accessed directly 
through the wiki.

TRANSNATIONAL TOPICS OF SUSTAINA-
BLE SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT

In order to identify transnationally relevant top-
ics of sustainable spatial development in the Al-
pine area, the WIKIAlps project referred to the 
following basic documents:

1. The Guiding Principles for Sustainable Spa-
tial Development for the European Conti-
nent (CEMAT 2000)

2. The Alpine Convention Protocol on Spatial 
Planning and Sustainable Development.

Based on these documents and adjusted to 
mountain areas, transnational topics have been 
compiled in a grouping to CEMAT’s 10 main prin-
ciples.

1 http://www.wikialps.eu/doku.php?id=wiki:transnationalneeds 

You may approach the topics in the wiki either 
via the project screening, the list of topics2 or 
via the table of content3. Each topic’s entry 
also contains a list of projects that have been 
assigned to this specific topic.

KEY QUESTIONS OF TRANSNATIONAL  
SUSTAINABLE SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT

The wiki outlines how the document analysis 
was carried out. Key questions address core 
parameters of each reference to transnational 
needs:

• Which type and dimension of transnational 
operations are documents dealing with?

• What is the added value of transnational 
spatial development that is being referred 
to in these documents?

• What are obstacles observed for a trans-
national SSD?

2 http://www.wikialps.eu/doku.php?id=wiki:list_of_topics

3 http://www.wikialps.eu/doku.php?id=wiki:transnational_topics_of_ssd
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• What proposals and good examples for 
transnational spatial development does 
the document refer to?

• What are key stakeholders for transna-
tional spatial development and the topics 
in the documents?

www.wikialps.eu
info@wikialps-project.eu


